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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8010

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Stevens, Regala, Franklin, Keiser, Eide, Kohl-
Wl les, Wnsley, Shin and Rasnussen

Read first time 01/27/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services & Corrections.

TO THE HONORABLE DENNI'S BRADDOCK, SECRETARY OF THE WASHI NGTON
DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL AND HEALTH SERVI CES, AND TO THE HONCRABLE TERRY
BERGESQON, SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |l egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Child abuse and neglect continues to be a significant
probl emin Washi ngton; and

VWHEREAS, Child abuse and negl ect inpose on Washi ngton's peopl e and
governnments significant societal and fiscal costs that result from
trauma, inpairnment of personal and physical devel opnent of victins, and
the need for investigation, interventions, and famly disruption; and

VWHEREAS, Direct econom c costs reflect expenditures incurred at the
| ocal and state governnent levels by the child welfare system as well
as the judicial, law enforcenent, health, and nental health systens in
respondi ng to abused and neglected children and their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Direct costs i ncl ude expenses associ at ed wth
hospitalization and nedical services provided to treat injuries
resulting from abuse; child protective services and police
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i nvestigations; foster care and other out-of-hone placenent services
for maltreated children; and famly preservation, rehabilitation, and
treatment prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Indirect costs reflect the | ong-termeconomnm ¢ consequences
of child maltreatnment in such areas as special education, nental
heal t h, substance abuse, teen pregnancy, welfare dependency, donestic
vi ol ence, honel essness, juvenile delinquency, and adult crimnality;
and

WHEREAS, Effective prevention prograns that pronote the safety and
wel | -being of children and famlies hold potential for |essening the
suffering and trauma experienced by children and greatly reducing
soci etal and econom c costs; and

VWHEREAS, There are a nunber of nongovernnental agencies that exist
to inprove child protection through educati on and support; and

WHEREAS, Sone nongover nnmental agencies offer classes for children
and parents that can significantly reduce the likelihood of children
bei ng bullied, nolested, or abducted;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Secretary of Social and Health Services and the Superintendent of
Public Instruction shall consult with one another and appropriate
nongover nnent al agenci es dedicated to the reduction of child abuse and
negl ect and identify optimal nethods for annually providing i nformation
to school districts about prograns offered by such organizations that
have denonstrated outcones that reduce or prevent child abuse or
negl ect and provide links to such organi zations on the web site of the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Secretary of Social and Health Services and the
Superi ntendent of Public Instruction.

--- END ---
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